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The face of the European Higher education 
system has changed 
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http://www.google.se/imgres?q=bologna+process&hl=sv&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4ADRA_svSE336SE337&biw=1280&bih=886&tbm=isch&tbnid=l5jjDDT9n7_e1M:&imgrefurl=http://www.esib.org/index.php/News/newsletter-student-voice/230-issue-21-february-2010/667-esu-launches-bologna-process-documentary.html&docid=GTZx33X52F_ETM&w=464&h=360&ei=oPuSTtjlMIX44QScheWdAQ&zoom=1


Reforms have been formally implemented, but 
transformation takes time 
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http://www.google.se/imgres?q=bologna+process&hl=sv&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4ADRA_svSE336SE337&biw=1280&bih=886&tbm=isch&tbnid=8bWI8LWvu2F2iM:&imgrefurl=http://www.capa.edu.au/categories/bologna-process&docid=28xIE6OpRhp3bM&w=500&h=392&ei=oPuSTtjlMIX44QScheWdAQ&zoom=1


What do we know and when do we know ? 
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Has the right kind of changes to education and 
learning been introduced? Has the curricula 

been adapted to the new demands for 
knowledge and skills? 
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http://www.wordle.net/show/wrdl/4212913/Education_as_transformation


The traditional role of universities in creating 
“An educated person” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prepare for entering the labour market 

 Prepare for life as active citizens in democratic societies; 

 Assist in personal development; 

 Provide the basis for the continuing development and 
maintenance of a broad, advanced knowledge base. 

       Adapted from Bergan, 2006 
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Source: publicengagement.ac.uk 

 

Engaging students 
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The role of the university for “selection” 
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 The overwhelming majority of the non-traditional students who matriculated 

at Sciences Po keep up or quickly catch up with their peers, and the drop-

out rate is “marginal.” 

 After graduation, non-traditional students quickly go on to find jobs; two 

thirds of the students who graduated between 2006 and 2011 are currently 

employed, and four in ten of them were hired before they had even 

graduated.  

 The proportion of non-traditonal students in full-time employment 

(63%) is higher than that of their Sciences Po peers (56%). The 

proportion continuing in further education is about the same (27%). 

 Two thirds of the non-traditional graduates who find employment in the 

private sector are on secure, permanent “CDI” contracts (contrats de durée 

indeterminée) 

 Half of the non-traditional students earn more than 2500 euros per 

month after tax, which is 300 euros more than the average net salary 

of Sciences Po graduates from the class of 2009. (The median net 

monthly wage in the French median private-sector is 1500 euros). 

 

Affirmative action at Science Po 

…9…                                                              



Mobi-cation/Flexi-cation 
 Andersen S. K., Lubanski  N. and Pedersen O. K. (2011) De nordiske landes 

konkurrencedygtighed Fra flexicurity til mobication, Nordisk Ministerråd  
 

Job mobility 

Geographical mobility 

Functional mobility 

Transitional mobility 

• Social mobility 
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“Plenty to be hopeful for”? 

Reforms in place – even if they have been implemented 
differently 

Reforms (may) facilitate the strategic development of HEIs and 
their engagement in widening participation and lifelong learning 

Trend to track progress (of students and graduates) 

Increased focus on national and international organisations on 
teaching and learning - innovation 

EHEA + ERA = European Knowledge Area 
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There is (still) much to be done… 

European reforms have emphasised 
the need to change mindsets and 
attitudes– creating a culture 

Communicating to society & 
individuals that European 
universities are engaging in an on-
going reform processes 

To create universities fit for the “21st 
century  



 Respondents: Michael Hörig, DAAD 

        Robert Santa, ESU 

        Alex Usher, Higher Ed Strategy 

 Koen Geven Time for Student Centered Learning 

 Michael Huber Mobility, ECTS and Grades The Emergence of a 
Common Currency and its Structural Effects 

 Åsa Lindberg-Sand Has the past decade of higher education 
reform changed the curricula of higher education degrees and 
made students ‘ learning outcomes more valid and visible? 

 Mateja Melink Future Developmental Needs in Slovenian Higher 
Education System 

 Kai Mühleck On the tracks of students and graduates: methods 
and uses of tracking procedures in European Higher Education 
Area 

 Dominic Orr Widening access to higher education – What can 
EUROSTUDENT say about the new challenges emerging for 
teaching and learning?  

 

Discussions to be continued in: 
 

Teaching and Learning: 
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http://fohe-bprc.forhe.ro/templates/papers/2. Teaching and Learning/Angele_Attard_and-Koen-Geven_Between_Theory_and_Practice_SCL.pdf
http://fohe-bprc.forhe.ro/templates/papers/2. Teaching and Learning/5. Asa Lindberg - Has the past decade of higher education reform changed the curricula of HE.pdf
http://fohe-bprc.forhe.ro/templates/papers/2. Teaching and Learning/5. Asa Lindberg - Has the past decade of higher education reform changed the curricula of HE.pdf
http://fohe-bprc.forhe.ro/templates/papers/2. Teaching and Learning/5. Asa Lindberg - Has the past decade of higher education reform changed the curricula of HE.pdf
http://fohe-bprc.forhe.ro/templates/papers/2. Teaching and Learning/4. Kai Muehleck - On the tracks of students and graduates.pdf
http://fohe-bprc.forhe.ro/templates/papers/2. Teaching and Learning/4. Kai Muehleck - On the tracks of students and graduates.pdf
http://fohe-bprc.forhe.ro/templates/papers/2. Teaching and Learning/4. Kai Muehleck - On the tracks of students and graduates.pdf
http://fohe-bprc.forhe.ro/templates/papers/2. Teaching and Learning/3. Dominic Orr - Access to higher education - a maze, but which one and for whom.pdf
http://fohe-bprc.forhe.ro/templates/papers/2. Teaching and Learning/3. Dominic Orr - Access to higher education - a maze, but which one and for whom.pdf
http://fohe-bprc.forhe.ro/templates/papers/2. Teaching and Learning/3. Dominic Orr - Access to higher education - a maze, but which one and for whom.pdf
http://fohe-bprc.forhe.ro/templates/papers/2. Teaching and Learning/3. Dominic Orr - Access to higher education - a maze, but which one and for whom.pdf
http://fohe-bprc.forhe.ro/templates/papers/2. Teaching and Learning/3. Dominic Orr - Access to higher education - a maze, but which one and for whom.pdf
http://fohe-bprc.forhe.ro/templates/papers/2. Teaching and Learning/3. Dominic Orr - Access to higher education - a maze, but which one and for whom.pdf


Thank you for your attention 
 

 hanne.smidt@eua.be  
hanne.smidt@telia.com 
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